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EXAMINATION 


Of certain Abuſes, &c. 


OTHING is held more commen- 
dable in all great Cities, eſpecially 
the Metropolis of a Kingdom, than 
what the French call the Police; 

5 by which Word is meant the 

2 Government thereof, to prevent the many 

23 Diſorders occaſioned by great Numbers of 

People and Carriages, eſpecially thro' narrow 

Streets. In this Government our famous City 

of Dublin is ſaid to be very defective, and 

univerſally complained of. Many wholeſome 

Laws have been enacted to correct theſe A- 

buſes, bur are ill executed; and many more 
are wanting, which I hope the united Wiſ- 
dom of the Nation (whereof ſo many good 
= Effects have already appeared this Seſſion) 
2X will ſoon take into their moſt profound Con- 
= fideration, 

As I have been always watchful over the 

23 Good of mine own Country, and particularly 


* for 


. (4) 


for that of our renowned City, where 8 | 


zuvidia) I bad the Honour to draw my fir 
Breath I cannot have a Minute's Eaſe or Pa- 
tience to forbear enumerating ſome of the 
reateſt Enormities, Abuſes, and Corruptions 
— almoſt through every Part of Dublin; 
and propoſing fuch Remedies as, I hope, the 
Legiſlature will approve rf. 
The narrow Compaſs to which I have 
confined myſelf in this Paper, will allow me 
only to touch at the moſt important Defects, 
and ſuch as I think ſeem to require the moſt 
ſpeedy Redreſs. 3 
And firſt, perhaps there was never known 
a wiſer Inſtitution than that of allowing cer- 
tain Perſons of both Sexcs, in large and po- 
pulous Cities, to cry through the Streets ma- 
ny Neceſſaries of Litez it would be endleſs 
to recount the Conveniences which our Ci- 
ty enjoys by this uſeful Invertion, and parti- 
cularly Strangers, forced hither. by Buſineſs. 
who reſide here but a ſhort time; for, theſe 
having uſually but littic Money, and being 


_ wholly ignorant of the Town, might at an 
_ eaſy Price purchaſe a tolerable Dinner, if 


the ſeveral Criers would pronounce the 
Names of the Goods they have to ſel], in a- 
ny tolerable Language. And therefore till 
our Law-makers ſhall think it proper to in- 
terpoſe ſo far as to make theſe Traders pro- 
nounce their Words in ſuch Terms, that a 


plain Chriſtian Hearer may comprehend what 
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is cryed; I would adviſe all new Comers to 
look out at their Garret Windows, and there 
ſee whether the Thing that is cryed be Tripes 
or Flummery, Buttermilk or Cowheels For, 
as things are now managed, how is it poſſi- 
ble for an honeſt Country- man, juſt arrived, 
to find out what is meant; for Inſtance, by 
the following Words, with which his bars 
are conſlantly ſtunned twice a Day, Muggs, 
Juggs and Porringers, up in the Garret, and 
down in the Cellar, I ſay, how is it poſſible 
for any Stranger to underſtand that this Jar- 
gon is meant as an invitation to buy a Far- 
thing's worth of Milk for his Breakfaſt or 
Supper, unleſs his Curioſity draws him ro 
the Window, or till his Landlady ſhall in- 
form him. I produce this only as one In- 
 # Aftance, among a Hundred much worſe, I 
mean where the Words make a Sound whol- 
ly inarticulate, which give ſo much Diſtur- 
bance, and ſo little Intormation. 

The Affirmation ſolemnly made in the cry 
of Herrings, is directly againſt all Truth and 
Probability, Herrings alive, a ive bere; the 
very Proverb will convince us of this; for 
what is more frequent in ordinary Speech, 
than to ſay of ſome Neighbour tor whom 
the Paſſing-Bell rings, that he is dead as a 
Herring. And, pray how is it poſſible, that 
a Herring, which as Philoſophers obſerve, 
cannot live longer than one Minute, three 
Seconds and a half out of Water, thould 


bear 


(6) 
bear a Voyage in open Boats from Flowth to 
Dublin, be toſſed into twenty Hands, and 
preſerve its Life in Sieves for ſeveral Hours. 
Nay, we have Witneſſes ready to produce, 
that many Thouſands of theſe Herrings, ſo 
 impudently aſſerted to be alive, have been 

a Day ad a Night upon dry Land. But 
this is not the worſt. What can we think of 
thoſe impious Wretches, who dare in the 
Face of the Sun, vouch the very ſame affir- 
mative of their Salmon, and cry, Salmon alive, 
alive; whereas, if you call the Woman who 
cryes it, ſhe is not aſham'd ro turn back her 
Mantle, and ſhow you this individual Salmon 
cut into a dozen Pieces. I have given good 
Advice to theſe infamous Diſgracers of their 
Sex and Calling, without the leaſt appea- 
rance of Remorle, and fully againſt the Con- 
viction of their own Conſciences. I have 
mentioned this Grievance to ſeveral of our 
Pariſh Miniſters, but all in vain; ſo that it 
muſt continue till the Government ſhall think 
fit to interpoſe. 
There is another Cry, which, from the 
ſtricteſt Obſervation I can make, appears to 
be very modern, and it is that of Sweet - hearts, 
and is plainly intended for a Reflection upon 
the Female Sex, as if there were at preſent 
ſo great a Dearth of Lovers, that the Women 
inſtead of receiving Preſents from Men, were 
now forced to offer Money, to purchaſe 
Sweet-hearts, Neither am I ſure, that this 


Cry 
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Cry doth not glance at ſome Diſaffection a- 
gainſt the Government; inſinuating, that 
F while ſo many of our Troops are engaged in 
foreign Service, and ſuch a great Number of 
our gallant Officers conſtantly reſide in Eng- 
land, the Ladies are forced to take up with 
Parſons and Attornies: But, this is a moſt un- 
juſt Reflection, as may ſoon be proved by any 
Perſon who frequents the Caſtle, our publick 
Walks, our Balls and Aſſemblies, where the 
Crowds of Toupees were never known to 
ſwarm as they do at preſent. 

There is a Cry, peculiar to this City, 
which I do not remember to have been uſed 
in London, or at leaſt, not in the ſame 'Terms 
that it hath been practiſed by both Parties, 
during each of their Power; but, very un- 
juſtly by the Tories. While theſe were at the 
Helm, they grew daily more and more impa- 
tient to put all true // bigs and Hanoverians 
out of Employments. To effect which, they 
hired certain ordinary Fellows, with large 
Baskets on their Shoulders, to call aloud at 
every Houſe, Dirt to carry out; giving that 
Denomination to our whole Party, as it they 
would ſignify, that the Kingdom could ne- 
ver be cleanſed, till we were ſuept from the 
Earth like Rubbiſh. Bur, ſince that happy 
Turn of Times, when we were ſo miracu- 
louſly preſerved by juſt an Inch, from Popery, 
Slavery, Maſſacre, and the Pretender; I mutt 
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own it Prudence in us, ſtill to go on with the 
lame Cry, which hath ever fince been fo ef- 
fectually obſerved; that the true political Dirt 
is wholly removed, and thrown on its proper 
Dunghills, there to corrupt, and be no more 
heard of. 

But, to proceed to other Enormities: Eve- 
ry Perſon who walks the Streets, muſt needs 
oblerve the immenſe Number of human Ex- 
crements at the Doors and Steps of waſte 
Houſes, and at the Sides of every dead Wall; 
for which the diſaffected Party have aſſigned 
a very falſe and malicious Cauſe. 1 hey 
would have it, that theſe Heaps were laid 
there privately by Britiſh Fundaments, to make 
the World believe, that our Vie Vulgar do 


daily eat and drink; and, conſequently, that 


the Clamour of Poverty among us, muſt be 
falſe, proceeding only from Jacobites and Pa- 
Fiſts. They would confirm this, by preten- 
ding to oblerve, that a Britiſh Anus being 
more narrowly perforated than one of our 
own Country; and many of theſe Excre- 
ments upon a ſtrict View appearing Cople- 
crown'd, with a Point like a Cone or Pyra- 
mid, are eaſily diſtinguiſh'd from the #ſiber- 


nian, which lie much flatter, and with leſs 


continuity. I communicated this Conjecture 
to an eminent Phyſician, who is well verſed 
in ſuch profound Speculations; and at m 

Requeſt was pleaſed to make Trial with e L 


(9) 
of his Fingers, by thruſting them into the 
Anus of ſeveral Perſons of both Nations, and 
profeſſed he could find no ſuch Difference 
berween them as thoſe ill-diſpoſed People 
alledge. On the contrary, he aſſured me, 
that much the greater Number of narrow 
Cavities were of Hibernian Origin. This I 
only mention to ſhew how ready the Jaco» 
bites are to lay hold of any Handle to expreſs 
their Malice againſt the Government. I had 
almoſt forgot to add, that my Friend the 
Phyſician could, by ſmelling each Finger, 
diſtinguiſh the Hibernian Excrement from 


the Britiſh, and was not above twice miſtaken 


in an Hundred Experimentsz upon which 
he intends very ſoon to publiſh a learned Diſ- 
ſettation. 

There is a Diverſion in this City, which 
uſually begins among the Butchers, but is 
often corſtinued by a Succeſſion of other Peo- 
ple, through many Streets. It is call'd the 
COSSING of a Dog; and I may juſtly num- 
ber it among our Corruptions. The Ceres 
mony is thus: A ſtrange Dog happens to 
paſs through a Fleſh-Market : W hereupon 
an expert Butcher immediately cries in aloud 
Voice, and the proper Tone, Coſs, Co/s, ſe- 
veral Times: The ſame Word is repeated by 
the People, The Dog, who perfectly under- 
ſtands the Term of Art, and conſequently 
the Danger he is in, immediately flies. 208 
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. and even his own Brother Animals 
urſue; the Purſuit and Cry attend him per- 
aps half a Mile; he is well worried in his 

Flight, and ſometimes hardly eſcapes. This, 

our IIl-wiſhers of the Jacobite K ind, are plea- 

ſed to call a Perſecution; and affirm, that it 
always falls upon Dogs of the Tory Principle. 

But, we can well defend ourſelves, by juſtly 


alledging that when they were uppermoſt, 


they treated our Dogs full as inhumanly: As 
to my own Part, who have in former Times 
often attended theſe Proceſſions, although I 
can very well diſtinguiſh between a V big and 
Tory Dog; yet I never carried my Reſent- 
ments very far upon a Party Principle, ex- 
cept it were againſt certain malicious Dogs, 
who moſt difcovered their Malice againſt us 
in the wor ſt of Times. And, | remember too 
well, that in the wicked Miniſtry of the Earl 
of Oxford, a large Maſtiff of our Party being 


unmercifully fed, ran, without thinking, 


between my Legs, as I was coming up F- 
ſpamble-ſlreet; and, as I am of low Stature, 
with very ſhort Legs, bore me riding back- 
wards down the Hill, for above two Hundred 
Yards: And, altho' I made uſe of his Tail 
for a Bridle, holding it faſt with both my 
Hands, and clung my Legs as cloſe to his 
Sides as I could, yet we both came down to- 
gether into the Middle of the Kennel; where 
after rowling three or four Times over each 

other, 
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(1) 
other, I got up with much ado, amidit the 
Shouts and Huzzas of a Thouſand malicious 
Jacobites I cannot, indeed, but gratefully 
acknowledge, that for this and many other 
Services and Sufferings, I have been ſince 
more than over-paid. 

This Adventure may, perhaps, have put me 
out of Love with the Diverſion of Coſſng, 
which I confeſs my ſelf an Enemy to, unleſs 
we could always be ſure of diſtinguiſhing 
Tory Dog; whereof great Numbers have 
| ſince been ſo prudent, as entirely to change 
their Principles, and are now juſtly efteemed 
the beſt Worriers of their former Friends. 

I am aſſured, and partly know, that all the 
Chimney-Sweepers Boys, where Members of 
P t chiefly lodge, are hired by our Ene- 
mies to ſculk in the Tops of Chimneys, with 
their Heads no higher than will juſt permit 
them to look round; and at the uſual Hours 
when Members are going to the Houſe, if 
they ſee a Coach ſtand near the Lodging of a- 
ny loyal Member, they call Coach, Coach, as 
loud as they can bawl, juſt at the Inſtant 
when the Footman begins to give the ſame 
Call. And this is chiefly done on thoſe Days, 
when any Point of Importance is to be de- 
bared. This Practice may be of very dange- 
rous Conſequence. For, theſe Boys are all 
hired by Enemies to the Government; and 


thus, by the Ablcnce of a few Members for 
3 a few 
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a few Minutes, a Queſtion may be carried a- 
gainſt the true Intereſt of the Kingdom, and 
very probably, not without an Eye towards 
the Pretender. 

I have not obſerved the Wit and Fancy of 
this Town, ſo much employed in any one 
Article, as that of contriving Variety of Signs 
to hang over Houſes, where Punch is to be 
fold. The Bowl is repreſented tull of Punch, 
the Ladle ſtands erect in the Middle, ſuppor- 
ted ſometimes by one, and ſomerimes by two 
Animals, whoſe Feet reſt upon the Edge of 
the Bowl. Theſe Animals are ſometimes one 
black Lyon, and ſometimes a Couple; ſome- 
times a ſingle Eagle, and ſometimes a ſpread 
one, and we often meet a Grow, a Swan, a 
Bear, ora Cock, 

Now, I cannot find how any of theſe A- 
nimals, either ſeparate, or in Conjunction, are 
properly ſpeaking, either fir Emblems or Em- 
bell:ſhments, to advance the Sale ot Punch. 
Beſides, it is agreed among Naturaliſts, that 
no Brute can endure the Taſte of ſtrong Li- 
quor, except where he hath been uſed to it 
trom his Infancy: And, conſequently, it is 
againſt all the Rules of Hieroglyph, to aſſign 
thoſe Animals as Patrons, or Protectors of 
Punch, For, in that Caſe, we ought to ſup- 
poſe, that the Hoſt keeps always ready the 
real Bird, or Beaſt, whereof the Picture hangs 
over his Door, to entertain his Guelt ; 2 1 
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however, to my Knowledge, is not true in 
Pact. For not one of thoſe Birds is a proper 
Companion for a Chriſtian, as to aiding and 
aſſiſting in making the Punch. For the 
Birds, as they are drawn upon the Sign, are 
much more likely to mute, or ſhed their 
Z Feathers into the Liquor. Then, as to the 
Bear, he is too terrible, awkard, and ſloven- 
ly a Companion to converſe with; neither 
are any of them all, handy enough to fill 
Liquor to the Company : I do, therefore, 
2 vehemently ſuſpect a Plot intended againſt 
the Government, by theſe Devices. For, 
although the Spread-Eagle be the Arms 
of Germany, upon which Account it may 
= poſſibly be a lawful Protefant Sign; yer J, 
* who am very ſuſpicious of fair Out- ſides, in 
a Matter which fo nearly concerns our Wel- 
fare, cannot but call ro Mind, that the Pye- 
= tender's Wife is ſaid ro be of German Birth: 
And that many Popiſh Princes, in ſo vaſt an 
Z Extent of Land, are reported to excel both 
dat making and drinking Punch. Beſides, it 
is plain, that the Spread-Eagls exhibits to us 
the perfect Figure of a Cros, which is a Badge 
of Popery. Then, as to the Cock, he is well 
EZ known to repreſent the French Nation, our 
old and dangerous Enemy. The Swan, who 
muſt of Neceſſity cover the entire Bowl with 
bis Wings, can be no other than the Spaniard, 
who endeayours to engroſs all the Treaſures 
4 — 
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of the Indies to himſelf. The Lyon is indeed, 
the common Emblem of Royal Power, as 
well as the Arms of England; but to paint 
him black, is perfect Jacobitiſm, and a mani- 
feſt Type of thoſe who blacken the Actions 
of the beſt Princes. It is not caſy to diſtin- 
guiſh, whether that other Fowl painted over 
the Punch - Bowl, be a Crew or Kgver? It is 
true, they have both been held ominous Birds; 
but I rather take it to be the former; be- 
cauſe it is the Diſpoſition of a Crow, to pick 
out the Eyes of other Creatures; and often 
even of Chriſt ians, after they are dead; and 
is therefore drawn here, with a Deſign to put 


the Jacobites in Mind of their old Practice, 


firſt ro lull us a-leep, (which is an Emblem 
of Death) and then to blind our Eyes, that 
we may not ſee their dangerous Practices a- 
gainſt the State. | 

To ſpcak my private Opinion, the leaſt 
offenſive Picture in the whole Sett, ſeems to 


be the Bear; becauſe he repreſents Ur/a Ma- 


jor, or the Great Bear, who preſides over the 
Nortb, where the Reformation firſt began, 
and which, next to Britain, (including Scot- 
land and the North of Jreland) is the. great 
Protector of the Proteſtant Religion. But, 
however, in thoſe Signs where I obſerve the 
Bear to be chained, I can't help ſurmiſing a 
Jacolite Contrivance, by which: thele Tray- 
tors hint an earneſt Deſire of uſing all true 

Whigs, 
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(ts) 
I bigs, as their Predeceſſors did the primitive 
Chriſtians; I mean, to repreſent us as Bears, 
and then hallow their Tory-Dogs to bait us to 
Death. 

Thus I have given a fair Account of what 
J diflike, in all thoſe Signs ſet over thoſe 
Houſes that invite us to Punch: 1 own it was 
a Matter that did not need explaining, being 
ſo very obvious to the moſt common Under- 
ſtanding. Yet, I know not how it happens, 
bur methinks there ſeems a fatal Blinqneſs, to 
overſpread our corporeal Eyes, as well as our 
intellectual; and 1 heartily with, I may be 
found a falſe Prophet, For, theſe are not 
bare Suſpicions, but manifeſt Demonſtrations.” 

Therefore, away with thoſe Popiſh, Faco- 
bite, and idolatrous Gew-gaws. And I hear- 
tily wiſh a Law were enXted, under ſevere 
Penalties, againſt drinking any Punch at all. 
For nothing is eaſter, than to prove it a diſaf- 
tected Liquor. The chief Ingredients, which 
are Brandy, Oranges, and Lemons, are all 
ſent us from Popiſh Countries z and nothing 
remains of Proteſtant Growth but Sugar and 
Water. For, as to Biſcuit, which formerly 
was held a neceſſary Ingredient, and is truly 
Britiſh, we find it is entirely rejected. 

But I will put the Truth of my Aſſertion, 
paſt all Doubt; I mean, that this Liquor is 
by one important Innovation, grown of ill 


Example, and dangerous Conlequence to the 
Pub- 
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Publick. Tt is well known, that, by the 
true original Inſtitution of making Punch, 
left us by Captain Ratclif, the Sharpneſs is 
only occaſioned by the Juice of Lemons, and 
ſo continued till after the happy Revolution. | 
Oranges, alas! are a meer lunovation, and in 
a Manner but of YTeflerday. It was the Poli- 
ticks of Jacobites to introduce them gradual- 
ly: And, to what Intent? The Thing ſpeaks | 
it ſelf. It was cunningly to ſhew their Vi- 
rulence againſt his ſacred Majeſty King Wil- 
liam, of ever glorious and immortal Memory, 
Bur of late, (to ſhew how faſt Diſloyalty in- 
creaſeth) they came from one to two, and 
then to three Oranges; nay, at preſent we 
often find Punch made all with Oranges, and 
not one ſingle Lemon. For the Jaco bites, be- 
forc the Death of that immortal Prince, had, 
by a Superſtition, formed a private Pray- 
er, that, as they /queezcd the Orange, ſo might 
that Proteſtant King be /queezed to Death: 
According to that known Sorcery deſcribed 
by Virgil, Limus ut hic dureſcit, & bæc ut ce- 
ra ligueſcit, &c. And, thus the Romans, when 
they ſacrificed an Ox, uſed this Kind of Pray- 
er. As 1 knock down this Ox, ſo may thou, O 
Jupiter, knock down our Enemies. In like 
Manner, after King William's Death, when- 
ever a Jacobite /queezed an Orange, he had a 
mental Curſe upon the glorious Memory, and 
a hearty Wiſh for Power to /queeze * 
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(17) 
Majeſty's Friends to Death, as he /queezed 
that Orange, which bore one of his Titles, 
as he was Prince of Orange. This I do af- 
firm for Truth; many of that Faction ha- 
ving confeſs'd it to me, under an Oath of 
Secrecy z which, however, | thought it my 
Duty not to keep, when I ſaw my dear 
Country in Danger. But, what better can 
be expected from an impious Sett of Men, 
who never ſcruple to drink CONFUSION 
to all true Proteſtants, under the Name. of 
FW higs? a moſt unchriſtian and inhuman Pra- 
ctice, which, to our great Honour and Com- 
fort, was never charged upon us, even by our 
molt malicious Detractors. 
The Sign of two Angels, hovering in the 


Air, and with their right Hands ſupporting 


a Crown, is met with in ſeveral Parts of this 
City; and hath often given me great Offence : 
For, whether by the Unskiltulneſs, or dan- 
gerous Principles of the Painters, (although 
I have good Reaſons to ſuſpect the latter) 
thoſe Awgels are uſually drawn with ſuch hor- 
rid Countenances, that they give great Offence 
to every loyal Eye, and equal Cauſe of Tri- 
umph to the Jacobites, being a moſt infamous 
Reflection upon our moſt able and excellent 

Miniſtry. | 
1 now return to that great Enormity of 
City Cries z molt of which we have borrow- 
ed from London. 1 conſider them only 
in 


(13) 
in a political View, as they nearly affect the 
Peace and Safety of both Kingdoms; and 
having been originally contrived by wicked 
Machiavels, to bring in Popery, Slavery, and 
Arbitrary Peuer, by defeating the Proteſtant 
Succeſſion, and introducing the Pretender, 
ought, in Juſtice, to be here laid open to the 
World. | f 

About two or three Months after the hap- 

y Revolution, all Perſons who poſſeſt any 

mployment, or Office, in Church or State, 
were obliged by an Act of Parliament, to take 
the Oaths to King William and Queen Mary: 
And a great Number of diſaffected Perſons, 
refuſing to take the ſaid Oaths, from a pre- 
rended Scruple of Conſcience, but really from 
a Spirit of Popery and Rebellion, they con- 
trived a Plot, to make the fwearing to thoſe 
Princes odious in the Eyes of the People. 
To this End, they hired certain Women of | 
il Fame, but loud ſhrill Voices, under Pre- 
tence of ſelling Fiſh, to go through the 
Streets, with Sicves on their Heads, and cry, 
buy my Soul, buy my Scul; plainly inſinuating, 
that all thoſe who ſwore to King William, 
were juſt ready to ſell their Souls tor an Em- 
ployment. This Cry was revived at the 


Death of Queen Anuue, and, I hear, ſtill con- | 


tinues in London, with great Offence to all 
true Proteſtants; but, to our great Happinels, | 
ſeems to be almoſt dropt in Dublin. | 


But, 


(19) 


But, becauſe I altogether contemn the Diſ- 
pleaſure and Reſentment of FHigh-flyers, To- 
ries, and Jarcobites, whom I look upon to be 
worſe even than profeſi Papiſts, I do here de- 
clare, that thoſe Evils which I am going to 
mention; were all brought upon us in the 
worſt of Times, under the late Earl of Oxford's 
A-iminiftration, during the four laſt Years of 
Queen Auu's Reign. That wicked Mini ſter 
aeg univer ally known to be a Papiſt in bis 
Fleart He was of a moſt avaricious Nature, | 
aud is ſaid to have dyed worth four Millions, 
Heri. befides his vaſt Expences in Building, 
Statues, Gold Plate, Fewels, and other coſt by 
' Rarities. He was of a mean obſcure Birth, 

from the very Dregs ef the People, and ſo illi- 
terate, that he could hardly read a Paper at the 
Council Table. I farhear to touch at his open, 
prophane, profligate Life; becauſe 1 deſirs not 0 
rake into the Aſ(bes of the Dead, and therefore 
I ſhall obſerve this wiſe Maxim: De mortuis 
nil niſi bonum. 

This flagitious Man, in order to compaſs 
his black- Deſigns, employ'd certain wicked 
Inſtruments (which great Stateſmen are never 
without) to adapt ſeveral London Cries, in 
ſuch a Manner as would beſt anſwer his Ends. 
And, whereas it was upon Grounds grieyouſly 
ſuſpected, that all Places at Court were fold 
to the higheſt Bidder :. Certain Women were 
employed by his Emiſſaries, to carry Vi in 
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(20) 
Baskets on their Heads, and bawl thro' the 
Streets, buy my freſh Places. I muſt, indeed, 
own that other Women uſed the ſame Cry, 


who were innocent of this wicked Deſign, 
and really ſold their Fiſh of that Denomina- 


tion to get an honeſt Livelyhood; but the | 


reſt, who were in the Secret, although they 
carried Fiſh in their Sieves or Baskets, to ſave 
Appearances; yet they had likewiſe, a certain 
Sign, ſomewhat reſembling that of the Free- 


Maſons, which the Purchaſers of Places knew 


— 1 ur and were directed by the Wo- 
men whither they were to reſort, and make 
their Purchaſe. And, I remember very well, 
how oddly it look't, when we obſerved many 
Gentlemen finely dreſt, about the Court-end 
of the Town, and as far as Tork-Buildings, 
where the Lord Treaſurer Oxford dwelt, cal- 
ling the Women who cry'd buy my freſh 
Places, and talking to them in the Corner of 
a Street, after they underſtood each other's 
Sign; bur we never could obſerve that any 
Fiſh was bought. "74.4 

Some Years. before the fine Cries laſt men- 


tioned, the Duke of Savoy was reported to 


have made certain Overtures to the Court of 
England, for admitting his eldeſt Son by the 
Dutcheis of Orleans's Daughter, to ſucceed 
to the Crown, as next Heir, upon the Pre- 
tender's being rejected, and that Son was im- 
mediately to turn P/ eteſant. It was confi- 

dently 


(21) 


dently reported, that great Numbers of Peo- 
ple diſaffected to the then //luſtrions but now 
Royal Houſe of Hanover, were in thoſe Mea- 
ſures. Whereupon, another Sett of Women 
were hired by the Jacobite Leaders, to cry 
through the whole Town, buy my Savoys, 
dainty Savoys, curious Savoys. Bur, I cannor 
directly charge the late Earl of Oxferd with 
this Conſpiracy, becauſe he was not then chief 
Miniſter. However, the wicked Cry ttill 
continues in London, and was brought over 
hither, where it remains to this Day, and in 
my humble Opinion, a very offenſive Sound 
to every true Proteſtant, who is old enough 
to remember thoſe dangerous Times. 

During the Miniſtry of that corrupt and 
Facobite Earl abovementioned, the ſecret per- 
nicious Deſign of thoſe in Power, was to {ell 
Flanders to France; the Conſequence of 
which, muſt have been the infallible Ruin 
of the States- General, and would have open'd 
the Way for France to obtain that uniecrial 
Monarchy, after which they have ſo long a- 
ſpired; to which the Britiſh Dominions mult 
next, after Holland, have been compelled 
ro ſubmit. And the Proteſtan! Religion 
would be rooted out of the World. 

A Deſign of this vaſt Importance, after 
long Conſultation among the Jacobite Gran- 
dees, with the Earl of Oxford at their Head, 
was at laſt determin'd to be carricd on by the 
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laid as fiat as a Flounder. 


(22) 
ſame Method with the former; it was there- 
fore again put in Practice; but the Conduct 
of it was chiefly left to choſen Men, -whoſe 
Voices were louder and ſtropger than thoſe 
of the other Sex. And upon this Occaſion, 
was firſt inſtituted in Londen, that famous 
Cry of FLOUNDERS. But the Cryers 
were particularly directed to pronounce the 
Word Flanders, and not Floundetrs. For, 
the Country which we now by Corruption 
call Fianders, is in it's true Orthography ſpelt 
Fiaurd:rs, as may be obvious to all who read 
old Ergliſh Books. I ſay, from hence begun 
that thundrivg Cry, which hath ever ſince 
ſtunned the Ears of all London, made ſo ma- 
ny Children fall into Fits, and Women miſ- 
carry; come buy my freſh Flaunders, curious 
Flaunders, charming Flaunders, alive, alive, 
bs; which laſt Words can with no Propriety 
of Speech, be apply'd to Fiſh manifeſtly dead, 
(as I obferved before in Herrivgs and Salmon) 
bur very juſtly to ren Provinces, which con- 
tain many Millions of living Chri/tians. And 
the Application is ſtil cloter, when we con- 
ſider that all the People were to be taken like 
F:ſb:s in a Net; and; by Aſſiſtance of rhe 
Pope, who icts up to be the univerſal Fiſher 


of Men, the whole innocent Nation, was, 


according to our common Expreiliion, to be 


I 58 


(23) 

I remember, my ſelf, a particular Cryer of 
Flounders in London, who arrived at fo much 
Fame for the Loudneſs of his Voice, that he 
had the Honour to be mentioned upon thar 
Account, in a Comedy, He hath diſturbed 
me many a Morning, before he came within 
Fifty Doors of my Lodging. And, although 
I were not in thoſe Days ſo fully apprized of 
the Deſigns, which our common Enemy had 
then in Agitation, yet, I know not how, by 
a ſecret Impulſe, young as | was, I could not 
forbear conceiving a ſtrong Diflike againſt 
the Fellow; and often ſaid to my ſelf, This 
Cry ſeems to be forged inthe Jeſuites School: 
Alas, poor England! J am grievouſly miſtaken 
if there be not ſome Popiſh Plot at the Hot- 
tom. I communicated my Thoughts to an 
intimate Friend, who reproached me with 
being too viſionary in my Speculations* Bur, 
it proved afterwards, that I conjectured right. 
And I have often ſince reflected, that if the 
wicked Faction could have procured only a 
Thouſand Men, of as ſtrorg Lungs as the 
Fellow I mentioned, none can tell how ter- 
rible the Conſequences might have been, not 
only to theſe two Kingdoms, but over all Eu- 
rope, by ſelling Flanders to France. And yet 
theſe Cries continue unpuniſhed, Both in Lon- 
don and Dublin, although 1 confeſs, not 
with equal Vchemency or Loudnels, becauſe 

| the 


- — ST— - = 12 — - 1 
Jy DO nIoAIRmTIm— oo ay vp —r=———— 7 - 


— 


OE IS 
Ae 


— N — 


r 
N —_— FRY 
- _—— 0 - . 
"TD 2. 


— 
* — 8 3-4 2 


In” 


®.. 
YG * ——— - 


— 
= — 


— 
Mis — 


rr 


1 
; 


Ca) 


the Reaſon for contriving this deſperate Plot, 
is, to our great Felicity, wholly ceaſed. 

It is well known, that the Majority of the 
Britiſh Houſe of Commons in the laſt Years 
of Queen Anne's Reign, were in their Hearts 
directly oppoſite to the Earl of Oxford's per- 
nicious Meaſures; which put him under the 
Necefhty of bribing them with Sallaries. 
Whereupon he had again Recourſe to his old 
Politicks. And accordingly, his Emiſſaries 


were very buſy in employing certain artful 


Women of no good Life or Converſation, 
(as it was fully proved before Juſtice P-) 
to cry that Vegetable commonly called Solla- 
ry, through the Town. Theſe Women dif- 
fered from the common Cryers of that Herb. 
by ſome private Mark which I could never 
learn; but the Matter was notorious enough, 
and ſufficiently talked of, and about the ſame 
Period was the Cry of Sollary brought over 
into this Kingdom. But ſince there is not at 
this preſent, the leaſt Occaſion to ſuſpect the 
Loyalty of our Cryers upon that Article, I 
am content that it may ſtill be tolerated. 

I ſhall mention but one Cry more, which 
hath any Reference to Politicks; but is indeed, 
of all others the moſt / inſolent, as well as 
treaſonable, under our preſent happy Eſta- 
bliſhment. I mean that of Turnups; not of 


Turnipt, according to the beſt Orthography, 


but abſolutely Turnups: Although this * 


( 25 ) 


be of an older Date than ſome of the prece3 
ding Enormities; for it began ſoon after the 
Revolution; yet was it never known to ar- 
rive at ſo great an Height, as during the Earl 
of Oxford's Power. Some People, (whom I 
take to be private Enemies) are, indeed, as 
ready as my ſelf to profeſs their Diſapproba- 
tion of this Cry, on Pretence that it began 

the Contrivance of certain old Procureſ- 
ſes, who kept Houſes of ill Fame, where 
lewd Women mer to draw young Men into 
Vice. And this they pretend to prove by 
ſome Words in the Gry ; becauſe, after the 
Cryer had bawied out Turnups, ho, buy my 
dainty Turnups, he would ſometimes add the 
two following Verſes. 


Turn up the Miſtreſs, and turn up the Maid, 
And turn up ibe Daughter, and be not afraid. 


This, ſay ſome political Sophiſts, plainly 
ſhews that there can be nothing further meant 
in this infamous Cry, than an Invitation to 
Lewdneſs, which indeed, ought to be ſevere- 
ly puniſhed in all well regulated Governments ; 
bur cannot be fairly interpreted as a Crime of 
State. But, I hope, we are not ſo weak and 
blind to be deluded at this Time of Day, with 
ſuch poor Evaſions. I could, if it were pro- 
per, demonſtrate the very Time when thoſe 
two Verſes were compoled, and name the 
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Author, who was no other than the famous 
Mr. Swan, ſo well known for his Talent at 
Quibbling, and was as virulent a Facobite as 
any in England. Neither could he deny the 
Fact, when he was taxed for it in my Pre- 
ſence by Sir Harry Dutton-Colt, and Colonel 
Davenport, at the Smyrna Coffee-Houſe, on 
the 10th of June, 1701. Thus it appears to 
a Demonſtration, that thoſe Verſes were on- 
ly a Blind to conceal the moſt dangerous De- 
ſigus of that Party, who from the firſt Vears 
after the happy Revolution, uſed a Cant 
Way of talking in their Clubs after this 
Manner: We hope, to fee the Cards 
ſhuffled once more, and another King 
TURN UP Trump: And, when 
ſhall we meet over a Diſh of TURN- 
UPS? The ſame Term of Art was uſed in 
their Plots againſt the Government, and in 
their treaſonable Letters writ in Cyphers, 
and decyphered by the famous Dr. Wallis, 
as you may read in the Tryals of thoſe 
Times. This I thought fit to ſer forth at 
large, and in fo clear a Light, becauſe the 
Scotch and French Authors have given a very 
different Account of the Word TURN- 
UP, but whether out of Ignorance or Par- 
tiality I ſhall not decree; becauſe I am ſure, 
the Reader is convinced by my Diſcovery. 
It is to be obſerved, that this Cry was ſung 
in a particular Manner by Fellows in Dil- 
_— guiſe, 
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guiſe, to give Notice where thoſe 'Traytors 
were to meet, in Order to concert their vil- 
lanous Deſigns. 

I have no more to add upon this Article, 
than an humble Propoſal, that thoſe who 
cry this Root at preſent in our Streets of Dub- 
lin, may be compelled by the Juſtices of the 
Peace, to pronounce Turnip, and not Turnup ; 
for, I am afraid, we have ſtill too man 
Snakes in our Boſom; and it would be well 
if their Cellars were ſometimes ſearched, 
when the Owners leaſt expect it; for I am 
not out of Fear that latet anguis in Herba. 

Thus, we are zealous in Matters of ſmall 
Moment, while we negle& thoſe of the 
higheſt Importance. I have already made it 
manifeſt, that all theſe Cries were contrived 
in the worſt of Times, under the Miniſtry of 
that deſperate Stateſman, Robert late Earl of 
Oxford, and for that very Reaſon ought to be 
rejected with Horror, as begun in the Reign 
of Facobites, and may well be, number'd a- 
mong the Rags of Popery and Treaſon: Or 
if it be thought proper, that theſe Cries mult 
continue, ſurely they ought to be only tru- 
ſted in the Hands of true Proteſtants, who 
have given Security to the Government. 
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